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in the pages ol 

the envelopes 

It has been said they were too complicated be easily understood; that 
the many varieties of paper upon which they were imprinted made them 
monotonous and that, in the case of entire envelopes, the many knives, sizes, 
and watermarks were of little interest to either the average collector or the 
non-philatelic friend to whom one might show his collection 

it is not our intention at this time to consider the c: yn of entire 
envelopes, so that the last named arguments need no refutation at present. 
We will say, however, that we strongly advise collectors to refrain from cutting 
a really scarce envelope, such as the small six and ten cent values of the 1857 
series, as they thereby greatly diminish its value and gain practically nothing 
but a little more room. In all such cases it is very easy to mount the entire 
envelope, even upon a page of “cut squares’’, and not in any way detract 
from the appearance of the collection. 

Speaking, then, solely of envelopes cut square, we will refer first to the 
alleged complication of the various dies or die varieties ; this, to our mind, 
is purely imaginery for, while we do not attempt to deny that some of the 
issues may appear rather involved to the uninitiated, to one who will devote 
a little study to them they are certainly as easy of comprehension and classi- 
fication as are the adhesive stamps. 

Beginning with the series of 1853-55, there are five varieties of the three 
cent values, all of which are so distinct as to be easily recognized at a glance. 
Two varieties of the ten cent value exist, but, as they are also found in the 
three cent dies, they present no difficulty to the collector 

In the contemporary series of the adhesive stamps we are confronted 
with five varieties of the one cent (including the retouched dies) and six of 
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the ten cent, many of both values being much more difficult to differentiate 
than are the envelopes. 

Certainly nothing could be more attractive and artistic than the designs 
of the second series (1857-60) or of the Reay issues with their rich co'oring 
and clear cut embossing. 

In fact, if we omit some of the parodies upon art which the Post Office 
Department has seen fit to inflict upon us in the last few years, notably the 
present series, it would be hard to find a more handsome series of stamps 
anywhere, adhesive or otherwise, than the envelope stamps of the United 
States. 

We collect the adhesive series of 1870-71 of the National Bank Note Co’s. 
manufacture and also those of 1873 printed by the Continental Bank Note 
Co and one hears very little grumbling about complicated varieties, etc., yet 
there is, or has been, asenseless outcry against the envelopes of about the 
same period because of the ‘“‘ complicated die varieties’ of the Plimpton 
series and the d fficulty of distinguishing them from the Reay issue. 

Nonsense! every word of it! We have been through the mill and we 
unhesitatingly assure our timid friends that if they will spend one half of the 
time studying these two series of envelopes that they have spent upon the 
adhesives of the same period they will not have nearly so much trouble in 
placing the different dies as they will have in deciding to which printing cer- 
tain of the adhesives belong, the two cent and twenty-four cent values for 
instance. 

As to the papers, there are no more than six in any one series and what 
do we find to offset this in the adhesives? In practically the same series, that 
of 1870 80, we find the National, Continental and American prints, each 
paper differing from the other to a greater or less degree, besides the ribbed 
and double papers, making five altogether, to say nothing of the two series of 
re-issues printed in 1875 and 1880 respectively. 

With reference to the poor workmanship of the first dies of the Plimpton 
series most of our readers are, without doubt, aware that, in an effort to pre- 
vent this firm from producing dies which would be acceptable to the govern- 
ment, Mr. Reay, the former contractor, hired all of the expert workmen in 
this line of engraving in the country, hoping by so doing to render the Plimp- 
ton Co. unable to fulfill its contract and that the same would be re-awarded 
to him as the next lowest bidder and the only one who was able to produce 
dies which came up to the government standard of excellence. 

This scheme. however, was defeated by the government, which accepted 
the dies of inferior workmanship provéstonad/y, or until the Plimpton Co. could 
obtain first class engravers to reproduce them. 

Another point to be considered in envelope collecting is their present 
prices in comparison with adhesives, a condition which cannot long be main- 
tained if the demand increases as it now gives promise of doing. 

Let us take, for example, the three cent, die C, series of 1880, upon blue 
and fawn paper. They are priced, used, at $125.00 and $150.00 respectively 
Of the former we doubt if a dozen are known, while half that number would 
probably account for the latter Compare them with the Brattleboro; the 
Baltimore, or even the St. Louis adhesives, of all of which many more copies 
are known, and the inference is obvious. Many similar cases might be cited, 
but we think that we have already said enough along this line, 

Always remember that amy branch of philately calls for study, and a 
great deal of it, if you hope to accomplish anything, and we feel sure that, if 


you bear this fact in mind, you will never reget having taken up envelopes. 
== (>, 3.. T. 
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Notes Upon Stamps and their Varieties. 


By Geo. L Toppan. 


Copyrighted. All rights reserved. 


[Continued from page 108.]| 


Confederate States. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 


Athens, Ga. 


Fig. 263. 


sc. Type I—The word “paip” measures 5% mm. in length. There 
are two stars at the left of ‘paip”, the upper one extending above the “Pp” 
and the lower one below it. The star at the right extends above the “pb” of 
‘‘paip”. The figure “5” is thick and squatty; the flag is pronouncedly con- 
caved above and the ball is large and heavy. 

The letters of the upper inscription are crowded very closely together and 
there is no period between the “p"’ and the “m”. Measuring along the outer 
edge of the oval band at the left there is a space of 7 mm. between the “vr” 
of the upper inscription and the “‘a” of the lower one. (Fig. 262). 

sc. Type II.—The word “parp” measures 634 mm. in length. The 
star at the left of “paip” is on a level with the upper portion of the “Pp”; that 
at the right is opposite the center of the “pn”. The figure “5” is thin and 
open. The letters of the upper inscription are better spaced and there is a 
period between the “Pp” and the “m’. The space at the left, between the 
“Tr” and the “a”, measures but 5 mm. (Fig. 263). 


Baton Rouge, La. 


POSS DODY pe ey etetoreretere cer 


P. oe. ig 4 . 4 3 P *; 
ton Rouge, Lass . BBs ‘. 
BS ---i 2 
4 , ' wey, a 
eruaQ Cts is cS f Para | () Cts. 
LD uaa : D 
&. McCormick. N - : s 2 oMeCorm ic a "a 
DOOD OXDS LIN7 : OOOO XO] 
Fig. 264. ig. ; Fig. 266. 


Eight varieties of the 2c, 5c, and 1oc values (Figs. 264, 265 and 266) 
are known, the differences being in the spacing and arrangement of the 
border ornaments, etc. 
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Of the second type of the 5c (Fig. 267) several varieties, it is not known 
just how many, of a similar character to those of the first type exist. 

In all of these stamps the principal variety consists of an error in spelling: 
“Mc Cormick” being misspelled “Ac Cermick”’. 


Beaumont, Texas. 


BEAUMONT 
PAID 
10 CENTS 


Fig. 268. 


roc. (Fig. 268).—Several slight varieties, due to the setting of the ruled 
Nberder, are known. 


Fredericksburg, Va. 


KK KKK KK 
%* FREDERICKSB'G. * 
ete —-% 

R. T. THOM * 

~ * 

19 * 
—— * 
%& POST OFFICE, VA. # 
KKK K KEE 


Fig. 269. 


5c and 10oc.—Ten varieties of each value are known. The differences, 
ewhich are very slight, are to be found in the spacing and arrangement of the 
«ornaments forming the border; the rules above and below the value, etc. 


Goliad, Texas. 


PEGE I HDs 
Goliad 


om 
& 
a 
10 
» 
2 
2 
% POSTAGE. © 
Petereret-toge-t -te) 


Fig. 270. Fig, 271, 


5c and roc. Type I.—Several varieties, due to the arrangement of the 
«ornaments forming the border, are known (Fig. 270). 

sc and roc. Type II. (Fig. 271)—The remarks upon type I apply 
here equally, but one variety of each value is found in which “Gotrap”’ 
ais misspelled “ GorLap”. 





Helena, Texas. 


5c. (Fig. 272).—Several varieties, differring in the arrangemen of ti 
ornamental border, are known. 


Macon, Ga. 





PAE 


FIVE) ¥ S| ee 
GENTS. &) i a 
eeragr-acy y 


Fig. 274. Fig. 275. 











2c and 5c.—All of these stamps (Figs. 273, 274, 275 and 276) nil type 
set slight variations exist. 


Nashville, Tenn. 


oon tsy goN 8a oo Nisy “. Nig. 
Fa) . - 9 ye 
Bikes: 3: 3: 
CENTS. CENTS. CENTS, CENTS. CENTS. 
NASHVILLE [NASHVILLE jams. | eal NASHVILLE 














Fig. 277. Fig. 278. “ig. Fig. 280. Fig. 281 


/ 

3c.—Five varieties, printed side by side, are known and can be easily 
recognized by the following descriptions : 

Type I—The line between “cents” and “NASHVILLE” commences 
above the right stroke of the “N”’ of “NASHVILLE” and ends above the nght 
portion of the “r”’ of the same word. (Fig. 277) 

Type If.—The upper part of the ‘‘n” of ‘cents’ is broken off so that 
that letter is shorter than the others. (Fig. 278). 

Type I11.—There is no period after the “pr” of “p m.”. (Fig. 279). 

Type IV.—‘There is a break in the top a the “s” of “NASHVILLE”. 
(Fig. 280). In types II, III and IV the line between “cents” and “Nasm 
VILLE” begins above the right stroke of the “N’” of “NASHVILLE” and ends 
above the left, upright stroke of the “Er”. 

Type V.—The line between “cents” and “NASHVILLE” begins close t 
the frame-line at the left and ends above the upright stroke of the secemd 
“L” of “NASHVILLE”. (Fig 281). 





New Orleans, La. 


sc brown.—A variety is known in which the name is omitted from the 
upper label. 


Petersburg, Va. 


PETERSBURG, 
VInGrnta 


-E.BASS,P.M 
Se 
Fig. 283. 


5c.—Ten varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc., are known 
The‘principal variety, which is No. 5 on the sheet, has the ornaments above 


“w. E.{Bass, P. M.” inverted, so that the balls are turned up instead of down. 


Pleasant Shade, Va. 


coke wefes Woke: 
ASANT —— 
BE POE EK 
m) 


euogc” 











ecoo 





Fig. 284. 
sc.—Ten varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc., are known. 


Rheatown, Tenn. 


| Bia IRR De 





sc.—Three varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments, etc, are 
known. 





Tellico Plains, Tenn. 





M. F.JOHNSON. 
=xPM.> © 
We eS TON MSs). bo) 


“3 PAID 
C, 


ae) 
se 











I —There is a period after “jounson”. (Fig. 
II.—There is a comma after ‘‘JOHNSON”. 


Uniontown, Ala. 


GZ 9009.0900 0000.00 ne 


-§-A- 


SPA (5) IDE 

SIUNIONTOWN 

NTT ELEN 
Fig. 287. 


fo 


2c, §c and roc.—Several varieties, due to the settings of the ornaments 
etc , are known. 


REGULAR ISSUES. 


roc. Type I.—Thc “a” of ‘‘statTes” has no cross-bar and there is 
usually a break in the curved line above the “rt” of the same word. 

rec, Type 11.—This is from the retouched stone. The break in the 
curved line has been repaired and an attempt has been made to supply the 
bar‘to the ‘‘a”. (Fig. 288). 


1863-64. 
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toc. Type I.—The scroll ornaments at the corners are open, there be- 
ing no background, or lines of shading, between their projections There is 
an extra curl in the hair at the back of the neck and both the jaw and the 
cheek-bone are prominent. 

1oc Type If.—The spaces between the projections of the scroll orna- 
ments at the corners are quite heavily shaded. The hair lacks the extra 
curl and therefore, does not extend quite so low down upon the neck, The 
jaw-bone and the cheek-bone are not at all prominent. 


Cuba. 


. 
iV74 


Fig. 291. Fig. 292. Fig. 293. 


Y%rp. Type I.—This is the stamp in its original state. The shading 
of the hair is composed entirely of lines The eye is lightly shaded and has a 
natural appearance. (Fig. 291). Specimens printed from a worn plate may be 
found in which most, if not all, of the shade lines of the neck are missing. 
In these copies the fourth line of the shading of the hair, counting from the 
top at the back of the head, is broken and appears to consist of a series of 
short dashes (Fig. 292). 

Yrp Type II.—This is the re-engraved stamp. The fourth line of 
the shading of the hair, counting as above stated, is composed of a series of 
small dots. This is the most sure method of determining to which type any 
particular specimen belongs. 

The eye is, also, more heavily shaded and has a wild, staring appearance. 
There are, of course, other slight differences but they are not easily illustrated 
or described. (Fig. 293). 


Fig. 294. 


1c, 5c and roc.—The plates from which these values were printed ha v 
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been twice retouched. In their original state the medallion is surrounded 
by a heavy line of color of nearly ,even thickness. This line touches the 
horizontal line below the word “cupa”. The opening in the hair above 
the temple is narrow and pointed. (Fig. 294). 

_ §¢ and roc. First retouch.—The line surrounding the medallion is 
thin, excepting at the upyer right, and does not touch the horizontal line 
above it: the opening in the hair is slightly wider and a trifle rounded; the 
lock of hair above the forehead is shaped like a broad “V” and ends in a 
point; there is a faint, white line below it, which is not found on the originals. 
(Fig 295). 

_ tc and 5c. Second retouch.—The opening in the hair forms a semi- 
circle; the lock above the forehead is nearly straight, having only a slight 
wave, and the white line is much broader than before. (Fig. 296). 


Issued in Puerto Principe. 


1898-99. 


HABILITADO 
HABILITADC HABILITADO 


I I 2 


cent. cents. cents. 


Fig. 297. Fig. 298. Fig. 209. 


HABILITADO 
HABILITADO HABILITADO 


5} 3 3 5) 


cents. cents. cents. cents. 


Fig. 301. Fig. 302. Fig. 303 Fig 304 


HABILITADO HABILITADO HABILITADO 
HABILITADO HABILITADO 


oD 5) e—- 10 


cents. cents. cents. cents. cents. 


Fig. 305. Fig 306. Fig. 307. Fig. 308. Fig. 309. 


These stamps were surcharged in horizontal strips of five. There are 
two varieties of the surcharge; the first, in which the vertical measurement 
of the surcharge, including the words “HABILITADO™ and “CENTS”, is 17% 
mm. (Fig. 297), embraces all values excepting the roc and the second, in 
which this measurement is 19% mm., (Fig. 298) includes all but the 2c value. 

ic. Type I.—This is the first variety as noted above; the indication of 
value is always singular, ie. “cent”, (Fig. 297). 

ic. Type II.—This is the second variety as above noted and always 
reads “1 CENTS”. (Fig. 298). It is said that the explanation of the word 
“CENTS” instead of *‘cenT” upon this variety is due to the fact that, on Dec. 
27, 1898, the numeral was changed from a “3”, which value they had just 
printed, to a “r” and the fact of the incorrect spelling was overlooked 

Var. A.—The figure “1” is broken. The upper portion, including the 
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S-rif, is missing and a V shaped piece is broken out of the stump of the figure 
above as is also the case at the bottom. This variety is the second stamp of 
the strip. 

2c. Type I—Short space, measuring 17% mm., and having heavy 
figure of value. (Fig. 299). 

2c. ‘Type Il.—As type I excepting that the figure of value is tall and 
thin. (Fig 300). This occurs but once on the strip and is the second 
stamp 

3c. Type I.—Short space and heavy figure of value. (301). 

3c ©6Type If.—Short space and thin figure of value. (Fig. 302). 
This, also is number two on the strip. 

3c. Type IL[I.—Long space, measuring 19% mm., and heavy figure of 
value. (Fig. 303). 

Var A.—‘‘cents” misspelled ‘‘eents”. This is the fourth stamp in 
the strip. 

3c. Type IV —Long space and thin numeral of value. This is the 
second stamp of the strip. (Fig. 304). 

5c. Type I.—Short space and heavy numeral of value. (Fig. 305). 

5c. Type If.—Short space and thin numeral of value, number two on 
the strip. (Fig. 306). 

5c Type tIf.—Long space and heavy numeral of value. (Fig. 307). 

Var. A—‘“cENTsS” misspelled “rents”, the fourth stamp in the strip 

sc. Type 1V.—Long space and thin numeral of value, the second 
stamp of the strip. (Fig 308). 

10c.—But one type, that with the long space, is known. It is the same 
setting as type II of the 1c with acipher added (Fig. 309). 

Var. A.—This is the stamp with the broken “1” and is the second 
stamp of the strip. 


Curacao, 


PostTaGE Dug STAMPS. 











Fig. 3 


Type I.—If the vertical branch of the “tr” of “BETALEN” should con- 
tinue downwards it would pass through the center of the upper loop of the 
chain surrounding the central portion of the stamp; the “o” of “port”’ is 
oval and there are 34 loops in the chain. (Fig. 310). 

Type 11.—If the vertical branch of the “ Should agen downw ards 
it?}would pass between the two upper loops of the chain. The “o” of “port” 
is round and there are 33 loops in the chain. (Fig. 311). 

Type III.—The “‘r’’ is slightly to the left of the upper loop and there 
are'32 loops in the chain. (Fig: 312). 

All values of this series are found in each of the three types. 


1892-98. 

The type varieties are the same as for the series of 1889, but the 20c 
30c, 40c and soc are only known in type I. 
Cyprus. 
1882-86. 
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Two dies were used for this series, as well as for the corresponding issues 
of several of the other British Colonies. They differ as follows : 

Die A.—The lines in the groundwork vary in thickness and are not 
uniformly straight. The seventh and eighth lines from the top, in the ground- 
work, converge where they meet at the back of the head. 

There is a small dash in the upper part of the second jewel in the band 
of the crown. 

The vertical, colored line, which outlines the throat in front, stops at the 
sixth line of shading on the neck. (Fig. 313). 

Die B.—'the lines in the background are all thin and straight. 

All the lines of the background are parallel. 

There is no dash in the upper part of the second jewel in the band of 
the crown. 

The vertical, colored line, which outlines the throat in front, stops at 
the eighth line of shading on the neck. (Fig. 314). 





Our. English Letter. 


By Epwarp J. NANKIVELL. 


LONDON, 12, March, 1904. 


I have been very busy during the last fortnight remounting the whole of 
my collection on the Cistafile, and when I have finished the bulk of the work 
I shall have something to say about the various methods of mounting and 
displaying stamps that may open up a profitable discussion in the A, J. P. on 
arranging collections. Very few collectors give as much attention to this 
branch of stamp collecting as they should. It adds very materially to the 
value of a collection to have it neatly and effectively arranged. 


Some collectors who have not the time, nor the knack, for neat and 
effective arrangement pay specialists or dealers to arrange their treasures for 
them. I have known large sums paid for arranging collections, and for a 
very good reason, to wit, the absolute scarcity of men who can do the work. 
It needs a real enthusiast who has not only an artist’s eye but also 1 profound 
knowledge and a real love for stamps. There are many things to be thought 
of in arranging a collection. Some stamps are entitled to stand out alone, 
others belong to a family party, and should not be separated. 


A friend of mine boasts of the number of stamps he can mount per hour 
—in straight-forward work. He is invaluable to the big approval business, 
but keep him out of reach when you want an effectively arranged page for 


your collection. I must not, however, anticipate what I shall have to say 
about methods later on. 


A young dealer, who is working up a reputation for the neat and effective 
mounting of collections, tells me that he was recently shown a very fine 
specialized collection of a large country which was so badly spoiled in the 
arrangement that it got on his nerves and, in a weak moment, he blurted out 
an offer to re-arrange the whole lot free for the pleasure of displaying the 
fine stamps properly. The collector took him at his word, and the dealer faced 
the music. When the work was completed the owner was so agreeably sur- 
prised and delighted that he promptly handed the dealer a cheque for £50. 


That same dealer now runs the risk of breaking down, for he is foolish 
enough to undertake almost impossible tasks. This week, in addition to his 
shop work, he has undertaken the remounting of two large collections, both 
to be completed in the week. As a result he has had to work steadily 
through two whole nights Now, no man can burn the candle at both ends 
in this way without paying the inevitable penalty. And yet he tells me that 


he puts the price high to get out of the work, for he was very busy in other 
directions. 





LONDON, 19, March, 1904 


‘lhe great difficulty in the auctioning of stamps is the barrier in the way 
of getting at the country buyer. A large proportion of big collectors live 
many miles distant from London, the great auction centre, and. as lots must 
be inspected on the premises, the country collector has to take pot luck that 
the stamp is just what he would like in the matter of condition. The collector 
who lives in the metropolis, or within easy reach of it, can call at the 
auctioneer’s and peisonally examine the stamps and so make sure that what 
tempts him in the catalogue is equally tempting in itself. The country col- 
lector cannot do this. Hence he has always a grievance on the auction busi- 
ness. 


There have been many suggestions for getting over the difficulty. The 
most satisfactory one has been to commission one or other of the commission 
agents who make a business of attending the auctions and bidding for clients 
who entrust their bids to them. These agents go carefully through the 
stamps and report accordingly, but, even so, the fastidious collector not 
unfrequently finds his ideas of finest condition somewhat more strict than 
those of the agent, with the result that every now and again he has to accept 
a stamp not quite up to his mark. 


The latest attempt at: getting over the difficulty lies before me in the 
shape of a circular letter from one of the stamp auctioneers offering to send 
any of the lots for my inspection They say, “all we expect of you is that 


you pay postage, and registration both ways and return the lots by first post, 
to enable us to send them to others.” They add that they “ have adopted 
this system (which puts you on a par with London buyers) with a view to 
preventing disappointment after purchasing, as it is clearly impossible, in the 
short space available, to accurately describe lots so that a country buyer who 
has not seen them may know exactly what he is purchasing.” 


That is certainly a very fair offer, and should lead to business. But it 
must mean getting out the catalogues a long distance ahead, a lout of risk, and 
not unfrequently, I should fear, more than occasional disappointment to 
the London caller unless there is to be a close time for Londoners when all 
lots must be returned and not go out again. 


But what wear and tear all this must mean to stamps passing through 
even the most careful auctions. Some years ago Mr. Castle, in discussing his 
favorites of the old issue persuasion, drew attention to the undeniable fact 
that the supply of the old rarities must every year, by wear and tear, be 
steadily getting fewer and fewer. And there can be no question aboct it. 
The wear and tear of stamps passing and repassing through collections, 
auctions, and dealers stock-books, must be a very heavy item in the account 
It is, of course, impossible to estimate the waste. the inevitable waste, in this 
never ceasing wearandtear. I should say that there isa loss out of the ranks 
of mint condition bordering on five per cent every year. And yet tha, 
estimate is appalling, for it means that in ten years there has been a loss « : 





one half in mint condition, and that in twenty years there would not be left 
a single stamp of mint condition. Obviously such an estimate must be wrong. 
And yet, at the start it does not seem a high estimate to any one who knows 
the amount of thumbing. mounting and remounting in and out of collections, 
and dealers stock books, that goes on. 


I have no doubt that the estimate would be considerably too high in the 
case of great rarities, or possibly of most of the popular rarities. for they are, 
of course, handled with much more care, but I doubt if itis very much out 
of the way in the long run concerning the commoner class of good stamps 
Mind, I am not saying spoiled stamps, but stamps that by some little stain or 
crease, or thinning in hinging, drops out of the rank of absolutely mint con- 
dition. 


One thing that points to the presence of this wear and tear is the con- 
tinual com, laint that old stamps in mint condition are getting scarcer and 
scarcer every year. You hear that complaint on every hand. It has passed 
into a truism. It is the result of wear and tear. The average collector is 
not a fastidious handler of stamps. I know it from long experience. And 
too many are actually destructive animals. 


I know some few collectors who are out and out fastidious. There are 
a few of us who never fail to keep a little ivory paper knife to hand to col- 
lectors when we are showing our treasures, and it not unfrequently happens 


that this little bit of ivory intervenes between the licked thumb and a delicate 
mint copy of some rarity, for it is the rarities that attract attention and get 
turned over for inspection. I well and shiveringly remember that I was a 
little too late with my bit of ivory once when one of our wealthiest collectors 
was inspecting my Transvaals. His licked thumb came down on my choicest 
rarity on a fine page and over it went, bending almost double in the process! 
What must be the wear and tear of rarities in his own collection, which is 
one of the finest in this country. 


Some of us are dubbed “ condition cranks,” but we have been converted 
into ** condition cranks ”’ by long experience and those who rail at “‘condition 
cranks *’ know that when they want to see really matchless collections it is 
only those owned by ‘‘ condition cranks”’ that come up to his expections 


By this morning’s post I have received the first number of a new 
philatelic monthly magazine, by name The West End Philatelist. \t claims 
to fill the usual “ long felt want”. In this case the “long felt want” turns 
out to be need of a stamp journal published in the West End of London, 
quite a new sort of want. Articles descriptive of the older stamps are to be 
a special feature. ‘“* Modern issues,” we are told, ‘‘ are all so much of a much- 
ness that they have little to recommend them on the score of interest, and still 
less from an artistic point of view.’’ Do the older stamps, especially the great 
rarities, recommend themselves from an artistic point of view? But the real 
gravamen of the offence of new issues is that “the majority of them can 
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never, by any likelihood, increase in value.” This is reducing stamp collect- 
ir g to the dregs of commercialism with a vengeance. However, our new 
comer is going to pin its faith to the old and sing the song of the obsolete— 
to West Enders. 


Our new friend is neatly gotten up, and well put together. Its editor is 
Mr. B. W. Poole, who announces that he “ has joined the permanent staff of 
Mr. D Field.” Mr. Field is the publisher of the new aspirant. It is the old 
story of the dealer having a journal of his own to boom his own wares. 


But I am getting a bit fogged over editorships that have been Poole-d. 
It seems but a little while since that Mr. Poole was running a journal of his 
own, then it was said that he had taken over the editing of Zhe Philatelic 
Journal of Great Britain, and now he has gone West. Well, he has done 
good work, and so long as he gives us a good philatelic dish, more power to 
his elbow. 


Of course he has started on one of the topical countries. He begins in 
this first number an articleon Corea. Russian, Japanese, and Corean stamps 
are having a good time of it as the result of the outbreak of hostilities in the 
East. And before the war ends we shall be all the wiser for the concentra- 
tion of attention on these countries. Japanese stamps have been fairly fully 
written up, more particularly by Mr. E. D. Bacon, some years ago, but 
Russian stamps sadly need a good handbook. And there is no denying the 


attractiveness of the issues. ‘The stamps are pretty, unique in fact; they are 
clean, and they are not difficult, nor are they much out of reach. 


Those who want a country full of minor varieties of type, perforation, 
paper, and printing, will find their most voracious tastes in those directions 
satiated in the issues of Japan. For quaintness of design they are truly 
Japanese. Some of us remember the great show that Mr. E. D. Bacon 
made with his Japs at the first great Exhibition in London, with his array of 
sheet after sheet. Amongst the leading specializes of Japanese stamps Mr. 
Wickham Jones has, I believe, the finest collection in this country, and he is 
an enthusiast on Japs. When he specilizes he goes the whole hog in his own 
quiet way, and some fine day you are awakened to the fact that he has got a 
fine show of some country that you never suspected him of knowing anything 
about. 


: : LONDON, 26, March, 1904. 

The wrangle over new issues continues, but seems now to have degener- 

ated into a trade question, for it is the dealers who are most nagging at each 

other on the relative merits of the old and the new. At best it is a somewhat 

obvious crying out “ buy my wares and let the other fellow’s alone, I sell you 

what will increase in value, ’tother chap’s stuff is all rot that is bound to 
depreciate.” 





Collectors will do well to put the proper value on this sort of cant and 
humbug, and go their own way. There are few collectors whose custom is 
worth having to a dealer who do not know the real value of the disinterested 
advice which is thus being rammed down their throats. They know full well 
that both new and old issues have each good points, and each its own risks, 
and should both be judiciously collected if investment is the end they aim at. 
They know full well, and to their cost that there has not been anv slump in 
new issues to bear a moment's comparison with the ruinous depreciation that 
has taken place in many of thé old favorites. 


Mr. Field, the dealer (whose latest speculation I have already referred 
to as the West End PAdlarelist), uses the pages of his new journal to gibe at 
new issues, and, forsooth, to back up his diatribe, he tells us of the numbers 
of unused Colonials since 1890 that he has been offered at less than face. 
But there is not a leading collector who could not tell him of old issues 
offered at not merely a small discount but at a quarter and still less of what 
they were bought at. Can he point to any such losses in new issues as have 
been borne in grim silence by the devotees of old issues? I am not wedded, 
as I have frequently said, to the one side or the other in this miserable and 
selfish controversy, but like other collectors who wish well to the hobby, I 
am heartily sick of this pettifogging crying of “ wolf” and unless the anti-new- 
issue parties drop their tactics I will give them a pill to swallow in the matter 
of the depreciation of old issues that will serve them for many a long day. 


But what earthly need is there for all this twaddle about speculation in 
new issues. Says the dealer who does not get so deep a finger in the pie as 
he would like. “It is a ruinous speculation you know.” Ruinous to whom? 
Not to you. Then why the dickens are you squealing at such a rate. The 
only persons who will be ruined will be the speculators, and, as we know, and 
as Mr. Field himself tells us, it is not the genuine collector who does the 
speculating. Then, in the name of common sense! let the speculation 
flourish. At the worst it is a third party who is hoarding up, for the benefit 
of all collectors in the future, stocks which the ordinary dealer cannot afford 
to lay by, and which in the good bye and bye, that said speculator will (if 
they are right) have to unload at ruinous loss for others benefit ; and the 
collector of the future will be able to buy issues that he had overlooked, at 
satisfactorily low price as the final result 





Some Stamp Designs 


By C. A. Howes. 
[Continued from page 20. | 

Below Siam, in the Malay peninsula, is a region full of interest not 
for the scientist but the philatelist as well. The stamps of the Straits 
ments and those of the Prot«cted States form a group that is quite po 
with British collectors and also with many Americans There is plent 
material for the scientific philatelist, while the typical designs of ma 
the stamps make them attractive to those who care more for collecting 
amusement than as < serious study. 

The Malays were not the aboriginal inhabitants of the peninsula but 
invaded it, for the most part peacefully, in the twelfth century, coming from 
their ancestral home in Sumatra. The aboriginees, called Jacoons ( /akuns) 
retreated into the jungles and mountains before the Malays and remain to 
this day untutored savages. The new possessors of the land founded the 
Empire of Malacca with which the Arabs came in contact in the thirteenth 
century when pushing their commerce around the shores of the Indian Ocean. 
The Arabs brought not only their goods with them but their religion, and 
gradually they converted the Malays to Mohammedanism and also gave them 
the Arabic script in which the Malay language has since been written. 

This Empire of Malacca lasted until the Portuguese arrived at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, when pushing their voyages of explora- 
tion towardthe East ‘The Crescent and Star went down before the Christian 
arms and Malacca became a Portuguese possession, while the Malays scattered 
to the north, east and south to establish other states. One hundred and thirty 
years later, in 1641, the Portuguese were served with their own sauce by the 
Dutch, who held Malacca until 1795, when the British captured it. It was 
restored to the Dutch in 1818 but exchanged by them in 1824 for some British 
settlements in Sumatra. Previous to this, however, in 1786, the East India 
Company had obtain the cession of the island of Penang, north of Malacca, 
from the Rajah of Kedah and a strip of the mainland opposite—the province 
of Wellesley —was similarly acquired two years later. In 1819 the island ot 
Singapore was purchased from the Sultan of Johore. 

Here, then, we have the answer to the question which has several times 
been asked me—what are the Strasts Settlements and why was that name 
given the colony? The four settlements were separated and distinct —Sing- 
apore, Malacca, Penang and Province Wellesley—and from the fact that 
they all lay along the Malacca Strait the term “ Straits Settlements” was 
certainly a happy solution of a name forthem collectively. They were under 
the jurisdiction of the East India Company until 1858, when that company 
relinquished its governing powers in favor of the Crown, and on April 1, 1867, 
were erected into a Crown Colony under the name of the Straits Settlemenis 
To this occurrence we owe the first surcharged issue of the Colony, which 
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Sultan Abu Bakar was very popular in Singapore, where he had 
residence In Johore Bahru, which is joined to Singapore by a fine coae 
road 14 miles in length, he built a beautiful palace which is the princiy 
feature of the town. Another popular feature of the place is the fact th 
is a sort of Oriental Monte Carlo and, as such, is much resi 
Singapore 

The government of Johore has been so comparatively free from abuse 
under its native rulers that it has not been found necessary to place a British 
Resident at its capital, as had been done with the other states of the peninsula 
which are under British rule. It is treated as an independent state under the 
protection of Great Britain, for, by a treaty concluded in 188s, the control of 
its foreign affairs was placed in the hands of that country. By the same 
agreement Abu Bakar assumed the title of the ‘Sultan of the State and 


Territories of Johore.” His crown can be seen in the upper angles of the 
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stamp:, and the Mohammedan star and crescent will be noticed surmour 
where all the christian nations place a cross. 


In June, 1895, while on one of his periodical European trips ‘Sultan 
Abu Bakar died in London, being then some sixty years old. He left one 
son, a young man of twenty-two who had married an Austrian lady This 
son, |[brahim, could not succeed to the throne until the mortal 
his tather had been brought home, so they were embalmed in London and 
then taken backto Johore. On March 16, 1896, Sultan Ibrahim was crowned 
in Johore Bahru and, though new stamps bearing his portrait 
ordered, they were not ready, so the set bearing his father's 


remains of 


had been 


features were 


surcharged “KEMAHKOTAAN” or “Coronation” in Malay and issued on th: 
day. On August 26 of the same year the new stamps were issuéd in a design 
somewhat similar to the old. The little crowns can still be seen in the up per 
corners and on the head of the youthful Sultan is the same red fez 
jewelled ornament showing the star and crescent. 

According to the papers Sultan Ibrahim arrived in France in January of 
this year for a tour of Europe, so he is evidently emulating his father in this 


with its 


respect at least. 

With regard to the other states of the peninsula under British rule 
story is somewhat different Like Johore they were formed after 
throw of the Empire of Malacca by the Portuguese, and all their ruling 
families claim descent from that dynasty. Perak, the northwestern state 
and Selangor, to the south of it, were both held by the Dutch fora time after 
they drove the Portuguese out, and Perak was conquered by Siam in 1818 
only to be given its freedom by treaty with Great Britain six years later. 
From this time the Native States were free but troubles were constantly 
brewing, the outcome of which was finally the interference of the British and 
the taking of Perak, Selangor and Sungei Ujong under practical British pro- 
tection in 1874. © 

Sir Andrew Clarke, then Governor of the Straits Settlements, tells the 
story briefly as follows: ‘“ The internal troubles of the Peninsula reached a 
crisis in 1872 when, in addition to the squabbles of the Malay chieftains, the 
Chinese miners in Larut divided themselves into two camps and carried on 
organised warfare, involving much bloodshed. The defeated party betook 
itself to piracy, and the coast was virtually in a state of blockade. The 
coasting trade was everywhere stopped, and even the fishermen were afraid 
to put to sea. As the Chief-Justice of the Straits said: ‘These outrages 
and piracies have been a scandal to the British name, happening, as they 
have, at so small a distance from our shores.’ 

“ Arrangements were made for a meeting of the Perak chiefs, and a 
series of articles were laid before them which, after a full explanation, were 
unanimously accepted. The articles stipulated for the appointment of British 
Residents at Perak and Larut, under whose advice the general administration 
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and the collection of revenue was to be caried on. After some little difficulty 
| succeeded in obtaining an interview with the Sultan of Selangore and cor 
cluding a similar arrangement with him, while a small naval force proceeded 
uv the Lingie and destroyed, without opposition, some stockades, with th: 
result that similar measures of pacification became practicable in Sung 
Ujong.”’ 


Thus we have the beginning of British domination in the native Rajah 
ships. As one writer explains it: “It is very simple ; the majority of the 


old native sovereigns have not only been preserved. but have received higher 
titles and a more complete confirmation of their hereditary rights. By their 
side are placed Residents charged with ‘advising’ them. to use the official 
term. but who, in reality, administer the country.” ‘The post office became 
one of the improvements following British administration, as a matter of 
course, but not until four years had elapsed were stamps of a distinctive type 
employed. In 1878 the three States were su, plied with the 2c, brown, Straits 
Settlements stamps surcharged with an oval containing a star and crescent 
with the initials of the State beneath, thus proclaiming the nominal independ 
ance as well as the “ohammedan character of the States in question. ‘lhese 
stamps did not seem to attract philatelic notice until some years later, after 
they had been superseded by Straits stamps surcharged with the names of 
the Native States in full 
But one stamp deserves more than passing notice: this is No. 1 unde 

Sungei Ujong which is described as the % anna blue, India, with the crescent 
and star surcharge. ‘This was first chronicled in the PAslateliec Record f: 


December 1882. I have not been able to accept any credentials for thi 
stamp as yet, and to those who may have followed the short history of event 
in this region which has been given above, | submit that the @ przorZ reasor 
for its doubtful character are stronger than any evidence for it that hav 
yet seen. To begin with, the unsurcharged Indian stamps employed while 
the Straits Settlements were subject to the Indian Government were superseded 
by the same stamps surcharged with a crown and new value in Mexican 
money about a month after the new colony came into being, that 1s in Septem 
ber 1867. Four months later, in January 1868, the ;ermanent set of the 
Straits Settlements appeared It was not until six years afterward on 
January 20, 1874, that the protectorate of Perak was established and later in 
the same year that of Sungei Ujong, the smallest and least important of the 
three States. as we!l as the nearest to the seat of Government at Singapore 
The query that rises before the philatelist is then: How does it happen 
that the larger and more remote States were supplied from Singapore with 
the then current 2c brown, while the smaller and nearer State not only re 
ceived the same stamps but the % anna Indiaas well? It-has been suggested 
that it was a remainder of the Indian stamps previously used (A/onthiy Journal 
jor May, 1892) but this argument is sufficiently met by thefact that there was 
no British occupation or settlement in Sungei Ujong until 1874. as we have 
seen. and then it was by the Government of the Straits Settlements and 


neither the East India Company nor the Indian Government had anything 
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tu do with it' This argument is further quashed by the fact that the stamp 
surcharged is the re-engraved % anna issued in 1873. What was the Straits 
Settlements doing with unused Indian stamps after that date? Or what was 
the Indian Government doing in independent territory in that region in 1873 
which the Straits Settlements brought under their control within a year? 
This seems to be one of the cases where history supplements philately, and 
from the above facts I, for one, fail to find a leg for this anomaly to stand 
on The lack of any change from the Indian currency to the Mexican cur- 
rency in use in that region since 1867, is but an added argument for the 
doubtful character of the stamp 

Chere also seems to be something a little pecu'iar in regard to the cres 
cent and star surcharge of Selangor on the 2c brown, Straits, watermarked 
Crown C A_ It is understood that this type of surcharge was the first 
employed, and that the initials, or name in full, succeeded it in all the States 
in 1880-1. As the 2c brown, watermarked Crown C A was not issued in 
Singapore until 1883 the reversion to the crescent and star surcharge in 
Selangor must be of that date or later, and could only have occurred legiti- 
mately by an unsurcharged supply of the 2c brown having been sent from 
Singapore by mistake—but no one seems ever to have found out whether 
such was actually the case or not 

There remain but two States to account for, Negri Sembilan and 
Pahang. ‘The former was a relatively small territory north of Malacca and 
east of Sungei Ujong Its name, Negri Sembilan, means the ‘ Nine States ' 
and anciently it was a confederation of that number. Various vicissitudes 
had broken up the old system but in 1887 the Straits Government sent a 
Commissioner to the territory who succeeded in reviving the old federal 
system and placing over the resuscitated State a British Residen 
Nine States are given as Johol, Ulu Muar, Jempol, Terachi, In 
Pasir, Rembau, Tampin and Gemencheh. As before, it took about 
to bring forth the postage stamps and we have the first on 
Sembilan surcharged on the 2c Straits Settlements in 18qr. 

In January 1895. however Negri Sembilan and Sungei Ujong wer 
placed under one Resident, and, in July of the same year, the two States were 
consolidated by treaty under the name of Negri Sembilan. This explains 
why the new tiger head design for the Native States, which began to appear 
in 1895. never got beyond one value, 3 cents, for the State of Sungei Ujong. 

‘There was but one State left in the peninsula for the British to control, 
and this was Pahang, the largest of all, on the eastern side of the territory. 
The Sultan Ahmed Maatham Shah, had kept clear of the British as long as 
possible so as to preserve his independence, but finally consented, in October 
1887, to a treaty with the Straits Government by which he accepted a consular 
igent at his Court, and his foreign relations were taken over. A year later a 
Resident was appointed and the last State was within the fold. This time it 
took but two years for the stamps to appear, Straits Settlements stamps sur 
charged Pahang being issued in 1890. 
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In 1892 there was issued for all the States the neat and characteristic 
design showing the tiger bounding forth from the jungle. This design always 
seemed particularly attractive and appropriate, as the tiger is very abundant 
in the jungles of the peninsula. It will be noted that the stamps are only 
inscribed *‘ postage’ which accounts for the few values and the limit of 5 
cents. The sets issued for the States in 1895 were for both postage and 
revenue purposes and hence run into the higher values. Though still 
characteristic the design is hardly as pleasing as the previous set, the large 
tiger's head not being particularly well chosen to show off the royal beast to 
advantage. It will be noted that the crescent and star again appear on this 
issue, at the top of the design, where they are flanked by two shaded stars. 


The higher values of the 1895 set present a group of four elephants, one 
being a baby evidently accompanying its mother. I have been unable to find 
the exact facts relating to this group, but think I am correct in stating it to 
be three of the state elephants of the Sultan of Perak, whose Aowdah is seen 
on the middle animal. while one of the mahouts, or drivers, is in uniform. 


The regalia of the Sultan at the time of the British protectorate over Perak 
} 


consisted of fifty elephants, which had once been wild but had been captured 


and tamed, besides swords dragons, bells, &rises (the sinuous Malay dagger) 
with gold scabbards, and a few other gold articles. Elephants are numerous 


in the peninsula, but they inhabit the deep recesses of the jungle and forests 
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Under the protectorate system adopted in the case of the States we have 
been considering, the Sultan, in each case, is bound to accept the advice of 
the Resident who is, therefore, paramount. Due deference, however, is paid 
to the wishes of the Sultans and Chiefs, who receive from the Government 
monthly allowances paid for revenue collected. The Resident is assisted by 
a staff of European officials, and the Sultan by a State Council of the highest 
native authorities. 

In order to simplify matters and work more harmoniously, a treaty was 
entered into on July 1, 1896 between Perak, Selangor, Negri Sembilan and 
Pahang on one side and the British Government on the other, whereby the 
four States formed an administrative federation under the name of the 
Federated Malay States with one Resident General as supervisor of the local 
Residents. The event was celebrated by a Federal durbar, or State levee, 
held in Kwala Kangsar, Perak, in 1897. 
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Again we have to wait for the stamps nearly four years, for it was not 
until the beginnig of 1900 that the State issues of Negri Sembilan and Perak 
began to appear surcharged “ Federated Malay States.” A year later they 
were followed by the permanent set, which retained the group of elephants 
for its high values, but gave us an improved and attractive design for the 
lower values, again showing the tiger springing forth from his lair in the 
jungle. With this last set it would seem that the changes had nearly all been 
rung, and we may hope for some permanency now in the issues of the 
peninsula. 





Historical Notes on the Republic of San 
Marino and its Postage Stamps. 


By JULES BOUVEZ. 
[Continued from page 95.| 


The issue of July 15th, 1892, was especially made to allow of the applica- 
tion of the new rates providing for the extension of the postal-packet ser- 
vice. This issue was made up as follows : 


1). 5§ centimes, olive green, 250 sheets, or 100,000 stamps. 
2). 30 5 yellow, a *" egege: © 
3). 40 wi brown, ies - ee | * 

te 


4). 45 pale green, 63 “ " @gee8 * 
5). 1 lira, red with yellow ground, 13 sheets or 5,200 “ 


All these values, of the same type as the preceding issues, were typo- 
graphed on plain white paper and perforated 14, with crown watermark 

Collectors will remember that, at the time when the stamps of the issue 
of July 15th, 1892, of San Marino appeared, all the philatelic journals of 
Europe indicated that Mr. Otto Bickel, then Director of the San Marino 
Philatelist, was the principa! holder of the stock of the two surcharges  re- 
viously issued. Moreover, Mr. Bickel explicitly recognized that this was so 
in an announcement which he inserted in the San Marino /hilatelist on June 
6th, 1892, and he expressed himself particularly as follows on this point : 
““ The two provisional issues which appeared on June 14th and July 6th 
respectively were sold in a short time, so that no more could be procured at 
the post office. These provisionals, which were in circulation but a short 
time, will, therefore, be very rare and it is to the interest of collectors to pro 
cure them as soon as possible. I sell them at fixed prices in the special offer 
in this number, without guaranteeing that I shall be able to supply them at 
the same prices during the next month, and everything leads us to believe 
that the price will be increased in a little while 

“Orto BICKEL, 
‘*San Marino, (Italy).” 


The offer spoken of in this circular included not only the two provisionals, 
but also the whole series of the issue of July 15th, 1892, which Mr. Bickel, 
it is said, had also cornered in great part. For the edification of our readers, 
we will show, in the following table, the prices at which Mr. Bickel ,offered 
the said values on sale in July, 1892, and the prices at which they can be 
obtained to day : 


Price in 1892 Price in 1994 
Caneelled stamps Cancelled stamps 


5c on 30c brown 1 dollar 60 cents 
5c on 10c blue 75 cents 75 cents 
5c olive green 4 cents 4 cents 
30c orange 10 cents 12 cents 
40c brown 15 cents 18 cents 
45c pale green 18 cents 20 cents 
1 lira red, yellow ground 40 cents 2 dollars 


Indication of the value 
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As will be seen only the 1 lira stamp has undergone an important rise, 
and that is easily explained by the fact that only 5200 copies were issued, 
200 of which remained in the archives of the Republic. This stamp was in 
use only eight months. Moreover, its use for the prepayment of correspond- 
ence was very limited. Therefore, this value, like the provisionals is very 
rarely found with the official postmark of the San Marino Post Office 

The 1 lira red on yellow is, without contradiction, the most interesting 
stamp of all the series which have appeared in the Republic. and everything 
leads us to believe that its value will continue to increase. We think we do 
well to call the attention of philatelists to this point. 

On March 15th. 1894, the Republic of San Marino, in accordance with 
the convention concluded on March 2nd, 1877, with the kingdom of Italy, 
decreed the issue of new postal values which were to ensure the rating of 
certain kinds of shipments and the use of which was to facilitate the pre- 
payment of correspondence For this reason the rgc and 65c, 2 lire and 5 
lire values were placed on sale and new 2c and toc stamps appeared at the 
same time. 

The values issued on March 15th, 1894, were perforated 14 and printed 
on the same paper as those of the preceding issues. 

The new issue comprised : 


) 2c blue, 100,000 stamps printed 
) 1ec dark green 20,0c0—l ** oy 

). 15¢ carmine brown, 20,000 f 

). 65c¢ brown red, 15,000 

: 2 lire brown, yellow ground 10,000 

) 


5 lire carmine, greenish blue ground, 5,000 


Of all these values, the 2c stamp. although it was the only one of whi 
100,000 were printed was the one that had the most restricted use 
cause of this was the decision arrived at by the Congress of Washington in 
1896, by virtue of which decision the postage stamps specially destined to be 
used in the international service should be, as far as possible, printed in the 
following colors: 25cstamps, dark blue; toc stamps. red ; and those of 5c, 
green Consequently, in order to reserve for these three values the colors 
adopted for the international service, on December 15th, 1894, a new stock 
of the 2c, z0c and 1 lire stamps was struck off, being placed on sale on 
January 1st, 1895. The issue comprised: 200,coo statips of the 2c carmine, 
40,000 stamps of 2o0c violet, and 5000 stamps of « lira pale blue. it was not, 
however, until four years later, in October, 1898, that, at the request of the 
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs of Italy, the government of the Republic 
of San Marino decreed the issue of new stamps of §c, toc and 25c in modified 
colors and gave the order to the “ Oficina governation Carte e Valori de 
Turin" to print the following values, which were delivered to be put in use 
on and after January ist, 1899: 100,090 stamps of sc dark green, 100,000 
stamps of toc carmine rose, 50,000 stamps of 2§c ultramarine blue At the 
same time, the corresponding values of the preceding issues were definitely 
declared withdrawn from use. 

It is probable that the stamps of which we have just spoken would still 
be in use if the kingdom of Italy had not. by a decree of June, rgot, given 
currency from July «st following to a new typ2of postage stamp of a larger 
form than those of the preceding issues. This decree stated that the old 
values corresponding would remain current until June 3oth tgo2. and after 
that date the public might exchange them for the new stamps until June 3oth, 


1903. 
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This decision led the Republic of San Marino to issue, in its turn, in 
June, 1903, a new series of stamps of larger size, the printing of which was 
entrusted, as before, to the governmental printing house in Turin, 


This series, at the present time current, comprises two types : the first is 
peculiar to the 2 centesimi stamp. It iscomposed. as the annexed cut shows, 
of a large figure *'2 '’ with four pearls on it ; two branches of laurel and oak 
interlaced with a wavy ribbon surround the figure; below is the word 
“CENTESIMI,” and, in the upper part, ““ LIBERTAS—REP DIS MARINO—BOLLO 
POSTALE.” The second type, common to the eleven following values of the 
series, presents a view of the rock of San Marino, Mount Titan, on which the 
town is built. The rock is terminated by three peaks, each crowned by a 
watch-tower surmounted by a vane in the form of a feather, which serves to 
indicate the direction of the wind Inthe front appears Borgo, the suburb 
of San Marino 

These stamps measure 22% by 25 mm. of engraving and are perforated 
14. The set comprises the following values ofwhich we indicate at the same 
time the varieties of color: 2c mauve and lilac, sc green and pale green, 
10c Carmine, 2cc orange and pale bistre, 25c bue and pale blue, c red and 
pale red, 4cc vermillion and dark orange, 45c yellow and 
dark brown and light brown, 1 lira olive, 2 lire violet, 5 | 
blue. 

To be perfect in the history of the stamps of San Marin 
pass by in silence the commemorative issue, which was essentially 
and which took place on September 2oth, 1894, in honor of the inauguration 
of the new palace and the installation of the new regents on the occasion of 
the visit of King Humbert to San Marino 

On September sth, 1894, the Commission of the Principe e Sovrano 
Palace gave notice that, on the occasion of the fétes at San Marino, which 
were to take place on September 30th and October rst, there would be issued 
commemorative postage stamps of 25c, 50c and 1 lira, as well as a postal 
card numbered progressively. 

According to the circular signed ‘‘ Chevalier V. Sarafini, Secretary to 
the Commission,” this issue was to take place from September Octo- 
ber gth, 1894, and the net product was to be given to a work of charity. The 
Commission undertook to ship direct, in registered packets, prepaid with a 
stamp of 5 lire, italian, the issue of which had been only 2009 copies, all the 
orders which should come to it on condition that they were over 50 francs, 
payable in Italian banknotes or in notes of the Bank of France 

These three jubilee stamps, perforated «5 4xir,cuts of which are shown 
herewith, and by the sale of which the Commission expected to take in 320,- 
ooo fr., if We may judge by the quantity issued, were singularly disappoint- 
ing, for none of these values were sought after by collectors and the sale 
hardly reached one quarter of what was hoped for. These stamps were, 
moreover, far from being perfect in desiga and engraving ; they were in fact, 


a? 





but mediocre chromolithographs in two colors, printed on plain white pape 
borrowed from the fiscal stamps of Italy. This paper bore as a watermark 
the escutcheon of the house of Savoy and, on the edge of the sheets, the 
inscription ‘MARCHE DA BOLLO”™ and ‘ MINISTERO DELLA FINANZE.” 

The 25c, printed in blue and dark brown, measures 344x29% mm ; 
400,000 copies of it were struck off It represents, upon a quatre-foil, the 
palace with its square tower ; at the corners of the borders four medallions 
are produced. Thetwo upper medallions are ornamented with minute por- 
traits of the regents, Commander Tommini and Chevalier Marcucci ; the 
lower medallions bear two escutcheons, the one with the word “‘LIBERYAS "’ 
placed obliquely. the other the coat of arms of San Marino. The principal 
subject is surrounded by the inscription “ PALAZZO DEL CONSIGLIO PRINCIPE 
SOVRANO, REPUBLICA DI S. MARINO, XXX SEPTEMBRE MDCCCXCIV.” Two 
rectangles, placed in the upper and lower parts of the stamp, give the indica 
tion of the value. 

Of the soc stamp, color old rose and dark brown, 200,000 copies were 
printed ; it measures 24x30 mm. and reproduces the same subject and the 
same inscriptions as the 25c stamp ; the design, however. is different, for the 
palace appears in an isosceles triangle and the portraits and escutche, ns 
placed one under the other fill in the spaces at the two sides of the triangle 

As to the 1 lira stamp. green and dark brown, dimensions 29'4x24% 
mm., 100,000 copies were printed. It shows in the center a hall of the palace 
the frame of which is surrounded by four arches those on the sides repro- 
ducing the portraits and the two others the escutcheons 


(Zo be continued.) 




















CoLOMBIAN REPUBLIC.— BARRANQUILLA.—We desire to warn our readers 
against some so-called “ ¢é¢- déche"’ pairs of these stamps. The fact is that 
two or more panes of the stamp are printed tipon a single sheet of paper and 
ic not infrequently happens that th: se panes are printed in ¢éte déche position. 

We have before us a pair of the sp claret which, at first glance, would 
easily pass for a true ¢éte déche pair, however, the color of one stamp is much 
deeper than that of the other and they are not exactly upon the same level 
We have, also, two pairs of the 1op yellow-green ; there is a spac 
between the two stamps of one pair while, 
overlap for a distance of 3 mm. 


e of 11 mm. 
in the other, the impressions 
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FRENCH OFFICES IN CHINA. Canton.—JZa Cofe Réel/e states that the 
2c brown, has been seen without the word “ CANTON ”, i.e. with the Chinese 
surcharge only. 

> oe ¢ a 5 


Hayti.—We have seen the following varieties of the last two series: 
The 1c imperforate horizontally and the §c and 2cc with inverted surcharge. 
These are of the Commemorative set and, of the regular series, we find the 
1c, 2c, §c and toc with inverted surcharge. 

Regarding those stamps without surcharge, of which we spoke last month, 
we desire to say that we have seen sheets in which one or more stamps have 
escaped the surcharge. Under these conditions we are obliged to admit that 
these unsurcharged stamps, when se fenant with those bearing the surcharge, 
are worthy of recognition as varieties. We have seen the following values of 
the Commemorative series in this condition: 1c, 2c, 5c, 10c and 2oc and, 
of the regular series, the 1c, 2c, roc and 5oc. 
We have also, seen the 3c and 5c of the series of 1902 with double sur- 
charge. 


= &@ Ge w2i@ 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.—LZwen’s Weekly Stamp News says that the 
93rd stamp on the sheet of the recently issued $1.00 on $2.00 has an inverted 


ad ” 


E” in “OnE”. 
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VENEZUELA —We have seen a pair of the soc red, series of 1896 (our 

No. 122), imperforate vertically. 
¢ &¢ @&@ &@ ®@ 

VirGIN IsLanDs.—We have received the following from a corre: pon- 
dent : 

““NorTice is hereby given that tenders will be received at the Colonial 
Secretary's office up to the 1st of August 1904 for the remainder of the pre- 
sent issue of the Virgin Islands stamps which will be recalled as soon as a 
stamp of a new issue is received from the Crown Agents. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Antigua, March 1904.” 




















ANGOLA.—WNederlandsch Tijdsh 
rift voor Postzegelkunde chronicles 
a set of postage due stamps. of the 
design which we notedin January 
excepting for the change of name, 
for this colony. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated. 

sr yellow green 

1or lilac gray 
zor red brown 
3er orange red 
sor olive 
6or lilac brown 
1oor red violet 
130r blue 
20or Carmine 
soor violet 


BEBRMUDA.—The Monthly /our- 
mal announces that the 4p (type A7) 
has finally been issued with the C. A. 
watermark. 

Adhesive stamp 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
4p orange red 


BRITISH HONDURAS.—Several of 
our contemporaries announce a new 
value of the King’s head series. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarned Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
1c bluish green 


OAPE VERDB.—Nederlandsch Ti;- 
adschriftvoor Postzegelkunde chronicles 
a postage due set of the same design 
as for Angola. 


Postage Due stamps. 
Perforated. 
sr yellow green 
ror lilac gray 
2or red brown 
30r orange red 
sor olive 
6or lilac brown 
roor red violet 
zor blue 
20or carmine 
5oor violet 


—_—_ 


CEYLON.- The Philatelic Recor 
chronicles the current 3cc with the 
““ Service "’ overprint. 

Official stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

Black surcharge. 
30c violet and green 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC,—A cor- 
respondent sends us some new stamps 
from this part of the world with the 
gratifying statement that, owing to 
the labor involved in figuring the con- 
stantly fluctuating rates of exchang: 
upon the paper money, the govern- 
ment resolved to place the Post Office 
upon a gold basis and these stamps 
are the first to be issued under this 
new state of affairs. They are of the 
same types as the stamps of 1902; the 
1c being our type Ag: with the value 
altered from “ peso” to “CENTAVO’ 
The 2c is our A8q4; the 5c is type 
A86; the icc is A87 and the %c 1s 
in a new design of a somewhat similar 
nature to the others. The registra 
tion stamp is RSg and the registration 





return receipt stamp is RRa2, both of 
the latter having their values altered. 
Unfortunately, just before the ap- 
pearance of the above set the depre 
ciation of the paper money forced the 
nment to surcharge two of the 
vith a large “ A R.”’ 
in a circle, for use as gistration 
return receipt 
so treated were our N 
We list, therefore 
Adhesive stamps. 
Imperforate 
Pelure pape 


Yc yellow-br 


gove 


five pesos stamps 


stamps. 


Ic green 

2c blue 

5c carmine 

1ec purple 
Registration stamp 
Imperforate 
Pelure paper 

1oc purple 
Registration Return Receipt stamps. 
Im perforate. 
Pelure paper. 


5c pale blue 


Surcharged 


AR 


in blue 


Perforated. 
5p red on pale rose 
imperforate. 
5p green on blue 


Anticquia—Three new values of 
the series noted by us in 
and January have made their ap- 
pearance.. The two lower va 
of the same design. 

Adhesive stamps. 


DIEZ PESOS * 


December 


lues are 


Perforated 12 
4c yellow brow: 
5c blue 
lop carmine (Juan 


Barrarquilla 


Revistration Return 
surcharg 
claret 


pray gre en 


Boyaca —We have 
stamp from this 
Adhesit 


State 
€ stamp 


oo > 


ICORREGS: 


je ost 


Perforated 12 
10oc buff 

Cartagena.—We are favored (?) with 
some more surcharges from this dis 
trict. The stamps operated upon are 
the 1cc (our No. 180); the 2zcc and 
1op of Barranquilla (our Nos. 260 and 
267), and the 1op of the re 
Colombian series (our No. 308). So 
far the only copies of the 10c and 
zoc which we have seen have the sur 
charge inverted 

Registration 


Lulalr 


lamps 


Surcharged 


in blue 


CARTAGENA 
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Perforated. 
1ec yellow brown, magenta surcharge 
20c purple 
Imperforate. 
top yellow green 
1op green on pale green 


TOLIMA,—We have seen the fol- 
lowing varieties of the series illustrated 
by us in January : 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperforate 

4c black on green 
zoc yellow 
soc black on buff 
cp. .° “green 

[mperforate horizontally. 
1op black on gray blue 


FALKLAND ISLANDS.—The 
Deutsch Briefmarken-Zeitung chron- 
icles the appearance of the first of the 
King’s head series. The designs are 
similar to the old ones 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 

Yp yellow green 

ip red 
2 %p ultramarine 

Watermarked Crown and C. C. 

3s blue green 


F RANOB.—Offices in China—Canton. 
—L’'Echo de la Timbrologie says that 
the 50c Indo China of 1900, has re- 
ceived the surcharge for this city. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

Black surcharge. 
sec brown on bluish 


Hoi-Hao.—Zwen's Weekly Stamp 
News says that two more of the stamps 
of Indo China have been surcharged 
for use here. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14x13%. 

Black surcharge. 
25c black on rose 
5oc brown on bluish 


Mongtze.—Zwen'’s Weekly Stamp 
News announces a new surcharge for 
this place. It is onthe current stamp 
of Indo China. 

Adhesive stamp 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

Black surcharge. 
50c brown on bluish 


Packhoi.—Z’ Echo de la Timbrologie 
notes the soc stamp of Indo China, 
1920, as having been surcharged for 
use here. While Ewen’s Weekly 
Sjamp News records a new 25¢. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

Black surcharge. 
25c black on rose 
soc brown on bluish 


Tchong King.-Ewen'’s Weekly 
Stamp News announces a new sur- 
charge for this place. It is on the 
current Indo China stamp. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14x13 %. 

Black surcharge. 
5cc brown on bluish 


YWunnansen.—According to Zwen's 
Weekly Stamp News two more of 
the stamps of Indo China have been 
surcharged for this place. 

Adhesive stamps 

Perforated 14x13%. 

Black surcharge. 
25c black on rose 
sec brown on bluish 


GUINBA.—Nederlandsch Tijdschrift 
voor Postsegelkunde chronicles a set 
of postage due stamps of the design 
noted for Angola. 

Postage Due stamps. 
Perforated. 
5r yellow green 

ror lilac gray 

zor red brown 

30r orange red 

50r oilve 

6or lilac brown 





1oor red violet 
130r blue 
200r Carmine 
5oor violet 


INDIA—Bhopaal.—Zwen's Weekly 
Stamp News chronicles another value 
of the 1902 with the 
embossing 

Adhesive stamp. 

Imperforate 
Ir rose 


series new 


Bussabir..—_Zwen's Weekly Stamp 
News announces the issue of two new 
stamps inscribed “ posTaGE ”’ instead 
of “‘sTAMP”’. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Imperforate. 

8a lilac brown, R S in blue 


} 


12a yellow green, R S in lilac brown 


Holkar.— /wen's Weekly Stamp News 
“The Colonial Stamp Market 
has shown us the new &% anna, with 
portrait of the new Maharajah, who 
succeeded on January 31, 1904.”’ 
Adhesive stamp 
Perforated 14 
Y%a orange 


says ° 


Kishengarh.— Zwen's Weekly Stamp 
News chronicles two new stamps and 


says: “The 8 annas is in large sheets 
of two panes, printed ¢éte béche about 
¥% in. apart. We have not yet seen 
a sheet quite entire, so defer further 
description until then. Wemay men- 
tion, however, that every stamp on 
the large block before us is inscribed 
‘REVENUE & POSTAGE’ at top. The 
‘REV’ and ‘aGe’ just turn the cor- 
ners, and no doubt the lithographer, 
fearful lest he should make a mistake 
in copying the English letters, 
imitated what appeared to him the 
same letter opposite, namely the ‘a’ 
of ‘ ace.’” 


Adhesive stamps. 
Pin perforated. 
8a black 
2r red brown 


ITALY.— Zwen’s Weekly Stamp News 
chronicles a new postage due stamp 
Postage Due stamp 
Perforated. 
10 lire, blue and magenta 


tela Tim 


IVORY COAST.— L’ i cho 
' } 


brologie notes some more surch 
from this colony. They are o1 
series of 1892. 

Adhesive stamps 

Perforated 14x13 

Black surchargs 

5c on 30 I 
roc “ 75c deep violet on orang: 
isc “ afr bronze 


irges 
5° 


the 


brown 


green on straw 


JAMAIOA.—Another value of the 
new seriés, with the arms in the cea- 
ter, has appeared, and our correspor- 
dent, informs us that it is the inten- 
tion to issue the full series in this type 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and C. A. 

Perforated 14. 
5p yellow and black 


LIBERIA. — We 
Monthly Journal : 
have found in their stock two un- 
chronicled varieties of the 75c on 1 
dollar of 1902, the surcharge * * * 
being struck upon the two Official 
stamps of 1892 and 1894 respectively, 
instead of the ordinary stamps. We 
should suppose that these are errors, 
and not intended to be Offcial 79c 
stamps.” 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 15. 
75c on $1 blue (No. 260) 
75¢ on $1 blue (No. 273) 


quote from the 
“Our publishers 
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MACAO. — Nederlandsch Tijdsch- 
rift voor Postsergelkunde chronicles a 
set of postage due stamps of a design 
similar to those of Angola. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated. 
4a blue green 

sa yellow green 
2a lilac gray 
4a ted brown 
sa red orange 
8a olive 
12a lilac brown 
20a blue 
4oa carmine 
soa yellow brown 
rp violet 


_— 


MOZAMBIQUE.—WNederlandsch Ti7- 
adschrift voor Postzegelkunde chroni- 
les a set of postage due stamps of a 
similar design to those of Angola. 

Po:tage Due stamps. 
Perforated. 
sr yellow green 

ror lilac gray 

zor red brown 

‘30r orange red 

sor olive 

6or lilac brown 
soor red violet 

azor blue 
20or carmine 

soor violet 


NORTH BORNEO.—The Deutsche 
Briefmarken Zeitung says that the 
one dollar stamp has been surcharged 
“ BRITISH PROTECTORATE” in two 
lines. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 

Black surcharge. 
$r.00 red 


PANAMA.—We have omitted to 
chronicle the following Registration 
stamp with the first (handstamped) 
Panama surcharge. Mr. C. A. Howes 
informs us that he has seen two more 


stamps with the Bocas del Toro sur- 
charge, which we illustrate below. 
IssUED IN CITY OF PANAMA. 
Registration stamp. 
Imperforate. 
Rose surcharge. 
roc on zoc blue on blue 
IssuUED IN CITY OF 
Toro. 
Adhesive stamp. 


BocAS DEL 


Surcharged in 
violet 

Perforated. 
20c violet 

Registration stamp. 

Imperforate. 

Violet surcharge. 
2oc blue on blue 


R Dt 


PA NAMA 


PORTUGUESE INDIA. — /Vecer- 
landsch Tijdschrift voor Postzegelkunde 
chronicles a set of postage due stamps 
of a design similar to that of Angola. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated. 

zr blue green 
3r yellow green 
4r yellow brown 
sr lilac gray 

6r gray 

or red brown 
it red orange 
2t olive 

5t blue 
1ot carmine 

I rupia violet 

Russian Offices in China. — Z'Ci/e 
Reelle announces three new values as 
having been surcharged for use here. 
We presume that they are upon the 
vertically laid paper. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 14%. 

Black surcharge. 
20k blue and red 
50k lilac and green 

ir brown and orange 


ST. THOMAS & PRINCE ISLANDS. 
—Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post- 
segelkunde chronicles a set of postage 





due stamps of a similar design to 
those of Angola. 
Postage Due stamps. 
Perforated. 
sr yellow green 
tor lilac gray 
zor red brown 
30r orange red 
sor olive 
6or lilac brown 
roor red violet 
130r blue 
200r Carmine 
5oor violet 


SIAM.—LZwen's Weekly Stamp News 
chronicles the following new stamps: 
Adhesive stamps. 
Perforated. 
2a scarlet and blue 
3a green 


4a lilac brown and flesh 
6a carmine 

14a blue 

28a lilac brown and blue 


TIMOR.—Nederlandsch T1jdschrift 
voor Postzegelkunde chronicles a set 
of postage due stamps of a desigm 
similar to those of Angola. 

Postage Due stamps. 

Perforated. 

1a yellow green 
2a lilac gray 
5a red brown 
6a red orange 
10a olive 
15a lilac brown 
24a blue 
40a Carmine 
50a yellow brown 
Ip Vv iolet 





The Collectors Club. 


351 FouRTH AVENUE, New YORK. 


The rogth meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club 
House on Monday evening, March 14, 1904. 

Present : Messrs. Bruner, Dewing, Morgenthau, Rich, Scott and Peirin. 

The meeting was called to order at 8.30 by Vice President Bruner. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Treasurer's report showing a cash balance in bank of $241.60 ex- 
clusive of reserve fund was approved as read. 

The report of the House Committee was read and received. 

The following members, having failed to pay their dues after repeated 
notification, were dropped from the membership roll : 

L. W. Charlat, H. J Croker, A. D Davis, H. J. Duveen, J. M. Fiske, 
W. J. Murray, L. N. Mott, R. W. Quigley, H A. Ramsden. 

Mr. Chas. Gregory was tendered a vote of thanks for a presentation to 
the club of an interesting Album of Photographs. 

It was voted to present to the British Numismatic Society and to the 
American Numismatic and Archeaological Society one of the club's silver 
medals each. 

The judges appointed to award the medals for the competitive exhibi 
tion of the U. S. stamps submitted their report as follows : 


New York, March 14, 1904 
To THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 

The Collectors Club : 

Gentlemen :—Y our committee, appointed to judge the collections entered 
in competition for the medals offered by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co. for 
the best exhibit of U.S. Postage, Official, Postage Due, Newspaper and 
Revenue stamps, beg to report as follows : 

‘lhree collections were entered, but, as only one of them contained any 
Revenue stamps, which are specifically called for by the conditions of the 
Exhibit. we consider it advisable that the competition be declared inoperative 
and that no medals be awarded. 

We desire, also, to suggest that the Scott Stamp & Coin Co be requested, 
in view of the circumstances above set forth, to renew their offer of medals, 
the exhibit to be held at such atime during the next season as may be mutual- 
ly agreed upon. We further recommend that the rules of the exhibition be 
so modified as to exclude the Revenue stamps, thus confining the entries to 
collections of U.S. Postal adhesives of all classes, or to allow of the substitu- 
tion of cut square envelopes for the Revenues. 

The three collections entered were all very fine ones and are deserving 
of much praise, both for completeness and rarity. That entered by “ Auc- 

ion” was especially notable for completeness and fine condition of its 
Revenue portion and contained many fine stamps in the other classes 

The collections entered by “C. G” and “Z Y. X”, while containg no 
Revenue stamps, were practically complete in the other classes ; the condi- 
tion of the specimens was very good and rarities were so numerous as to be- 
come almost common. 

We feel sure that the exhibit will be enjoyed by all members present and 
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sincerely regret that the conditions are such as to render it impossible, in our 
opinion, to conscientiously allow of the medals being awarded. 
We hand you herewith the envelopes containing the names of the com- 
petitors. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Geo. L. Toppan, 

P. F. BRUNER, 

WaLTER S. Scorrt. 


The report of the judges was accepted with thanks. 

The following judges were appointed to award the medals of the next 
competition (Straits Settlements) to be held on April rith. 

J. C. Morgenthau, J. W. Scott, Chas. J. Phillips and due notice is here- 
by given that all exhibits are to be sent to Mr. J. C. Morgenthau, 87 Nassau 
St. at least two days before the date of the exhibition. 

The following communication was received by the Secretary after the 
adjournment of the meeting : 


New York, March 14, 1904. 


To THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS: 

Collectors Club : 

Gentlemen :—There having been no two collections, in the competitive 
exhibition, which were deemed by the judges as complying with the condi- 
tions of the comp¢ tition and therefore no medals awarded, we renew our offer 
of medals for competition under the following conditions : 

We offer a gold _ silver and bronze medal for the best exhibit of U. S. 
Postage, Postage Due. Official and Periodical stamps, U.S. Envelopes, cut 
square and entire, and U.S. Revenue stamps Arrangement, under this 
competition, to count 25 per cent.; Envelopes, 10 per cent.; Revenues, 15 
per cent.; and the Adhesive stamps. other than Revenues, 50 per cent 

By ‘‘ Arrangement ” is meant a proper classification, and mounting, by 
the owner, the mounting and arrangement not necessarily for effect but for a 
proper understanding of the issues. 

The gold medal is to be awarded only in the event of six collections be- 
ing entered at any of the competitions, and in no case shall the gold medal 
be awarded unless one of the collections in the competition shall rate 75 per 
cent. or over ; the silver medal to be awarded only in the event of one of the 
collections rating 50 per cent. or more ; but the bronze medal to be awarded 
to the best collection, whether the other two medals are awarded or not, pro- 
vided three collections comply with the requirements. 

In the event of the silver and gold medals not being awarded at the first 
announced competition, they shall again be open for competition, and 
another bronze medal will be given to the best collec'ion at each future com- 
petition until both the silver and gold medals have been awarded. 

We are, yours very truly, 
SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO, 
Jos. S. Ricu, Zveas. 


There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9 30 P. M. 


ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 





Staten Island Philatelic Society. 


Minutes of a regular meeting of the Staten Island Philatelic Society, held 
at the Collectors Club house, 351 Fourth Avenue, New York, March 1rsth, 
1904. 

Members present: President Oscar Dejonge, Messrs. Henry Clotz, 
Adolph Lienhardt, Eugene Angell, Hugo Kessler and C. B. Corwin. 

The meeting was called to order at 8 40 P. M. 

In the absence of the Secretary, Mr. E. Angell acted as such pro tempore. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted, 

Mr. E Angell resigned his office of Exchange Manager, in his place Mr. 
John B. Klemann was elected for the rest of the term. 

The newest Catalogue of Philipp Kosack of Berlin, also other philatelic 
literature were received with thanks to the donors. 

President Oscar Dejonge exhibited his wonderful collection of 1,000 
perfect stamps, which was highly admired 

President Dejonge also notified the members that he had at last received 
the silver medal awarded him by the Collector’s Club, for his exhibit of Hayti 
stamps. 

Mr. Corwin showed his unique collection of proofs, essays and sketches, 
—in all kinds of shapes and positions, with and without surcharge, mostly in 
pairs,—which created an enthusiasm among the members, friend Clotz, es- 
pecially, found many new shades and shapes which were unknown to him. 

Next meeting at Stapleton, S. I., April 19th, 1904. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10.30 P. M 

EUGENE ANGELL, Secretary pro tem. 





Birmingham Philatelic Society. 


February 26th.—A very successful auction was held, Mr. J. H. Telfe, 
(of the firm of Plumridge & Co.) very kindly officiating as auctioneer. 

The following were unanimously elected members: Messrs. C. E. 
Browne, B. S., A. W. Maclean, C. S. Quinton, R. H. Norris and N. Garas. 

Messrs. B. V. Jenkins, W. Hadlow, W. Schwarte, F. Gerhartz and H. 
Heller were thanked for contributions to the Permanent Collection, and W. 
Morley and G. F. Duck to the Library. 

March 3rd.—Paper.— Stamps of Norway.—Mr. T. W. Peck. 

he following were thanked for contributions to the Permanent Collec- 
tion: Mr. C. A. Stephenson (a further donation of 45.5.0 to be chosen by 
the Hon. Sec.) and Mr. A. G. Kelson. Mr. H. Atherley was thanked for 
a large contribution of catalogues. 

Mr. T. W. Peck then gave his paper on the “Stamps of Norway” illus- 
trated by all shades and minor varieties. In addition to a specialized collec- 
tion nearly every variety was shown, either in large mint blocks or entire 
sheets. Mr. Peck stated that his collection of Norway had not cost hima 
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quarter as much as he had spent on a single colony, but it had given him far 
more pleasure and real philatelic interest. 

Messrs. R. C. F. Schomberg, B. A. and G. N. Tourides were unanimously 
elected members, 

March 24th —Display —Stamps of Ceylon.—Messrs. W. S. Vaughton and 
C. A. Stephenson. 

Lieut -Col. S. P. Peile, Messrs. H. Falcher and H. H. Hartmann were 
elected members, and Messrs. C. G. Fryer and T. W. Morris thanked for con- 
tributions to the Permanent Collection. 

The current stamps of New South Wales are perforated 0. s. ando s 
N s. Ww. We asked Mr. A. G. Kelson to make inquiries as to the use of two 
sets being in use at the same time, and the officials informed him that stamps 
perforated 0. s. N. S. w. are intended for “‘ Offices of State,’’ those perforated 
o s for “Military Forces,” and Gc. R. for “Government Railways.’’ The 
Official stamps of Victoria are perforated with a much larger o. s. and those 
of Tasmania with T. 

Messrs. W. S. Vaughton and C. A. Stephenson then showed their fine 
collections of the Stamps of Ceylon, the display being still futther supple- 
mented by a fine contribution from Messrs. W. Pimm and T. W. Peck. 

A vote of condolence was passed in respect of the death of Mr. H. R. 
Bewlay. 

Will members and others kindly note the Hon. Sec. has not removed. 
but that the authorities have altered the No. from 208 to 308. It will be 
better to omit the No, than put a wrong one. 


Philatelic Society of India. 


The annual general meeting of the Society was held at Mr. Larmour’s 
residence, Calcutta, on Friday the qth, March, at 6.15 Pp. mM. Mr. C. F. 
Larmour was in the chair, and most of the members, resident in Calcutta, 
were present. The audited accounts for the year 1903, which disclosed a 
satisfactory financial position, were presented and passed, and a few minor 
alterations made in the Rules which (with the account) were ordered to be 
published in the PAslatelic Journal of India. ‘\he following honorary 
officers were appointed for 1904-05;— President, Mr C. Stewart-Wilson, LC. 
S.; Vice-Presidents, the Right Honorable the Earl of Crawford, K. T., Mr. 
Dorning Beckton, Mr. C. F. Larmour and the Honorable Mr. D. P. Masson, 
CI1E; Secretary, Mr. W. Corfield ; Treasurer, Mr. D. P. Masson ; Librarian, 
Mr. T. Hoffmann ; Editor of the Journal, Mr. C. Stewart-Wilson ; Council : 
the above (¢x-oficio) and Mr. G. A. Anderson, Mr. C. F. S. Crofton, I, C.S., 
Lt.-Col. G. F. A. Harris, Lt.-Col. C. P. Lukis, Mr P. A. Selfe and Mr E. 
W. Wetherell. It was resolved to publish during the present year a fully illus- 
trated work on the Fiscal and Telegraph issues of British India by Messrs. 
C. F. S, Crofton and W. Corfield. This will be the first work attempted on 
the subject, and will deal with the following classes of stamps :—“ Court 
Fees,” “ Foreign Bill,” “ Forest,” ‘“ High Court,” “ Notarial,” “ Petition,” 
‘* Postal Notes,” “ Postal Service,” “ Receipt,’ “Share Transfer,” ‘“ Small 
Cause Court,” “‘ Special Papers,” “‘ Telegraphs ” and “ Vakil.” It was also 
reported that arrangements are in progress for an early re-issue in one volume 
of the society's works on the stamps of Chamba, Faridkote, Gwalior, Jhind, 
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Changes in Catalogue Prices. 


PANAMA. 


New. | 1.Penmarked. Cat. No. 
2.00 ° .40 8 1887-88 
1.50 .40 8a - 
_— -§ C 9 
7-88 .08 
(vel- 
ww green .25 
7-88 .20 
30 
1.00 








